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MINUTES 
 

Meeting: Corsham Area Board 
Place: Selwyn Hall, Valens Terrace, Box, Wiltshire, SN13 8NT 
Date:  25 June 2024 
Start Time: 19.00pm 
Finish Time: 20.30pm 
 

Please direct any enquiries on these minutes to:  

Max Hirst,(Tel): 01225718215 or (e-mail) max.hirst@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Papers available on the Council’s website at www.wiltshire.gov.uk 

 
In Attendance: 
 
Wiltshire Councillors 
Cllr Ruth Hopkinson, 
Cllr Dr Brian Mathew,  
Cllr Derek Walters 
 
  
 
Wiltshire Council Officers 
  
Ros Griffiths – Strategic Engagement & Partnership Manager 
Max Hirst – Democratic Services Officer 
Dominic Argar – Assistant Multimedia Officer 
 

 
Partners 
Wiltshire Police – Inspector Pete Foster 
Box Parish Council 
Colerne Parish Council 
Corsham Town Council 
 
Total in attendance: 26 
 

 

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/
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Minute 
No.. 

Summary of Issues Discussed and Decision 
 

1   Election of Chairman 

 The Democratic Services Officer sought nominations for the position of 
Chairman of the Corsham Area Board for the 2024/25 municipal year. 
 
Decision 
Councillor Ruth Hopkinson was elected Chairman of the Corsham Area 
Board for the 2024/25 municipal year. 

 
2   Election of Vice-Chairman 

 The newly elected Chairman sought nominations for the position of Vice-
Chairman of the Corsham Area Board for the 2024/25 municipal year. 

Decision 

Councillor Derek Walters was elected Vice-Chairman of the Corsham Area 
Board for the 2024/25 municipal year. 

 
3   Chairman's Welcome and Introductions 

 The Chairman, Cllr Ruth Hopkinson, welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

4   Apologies for Absence 

 Apologies were received from: 

Cllr Helen Belcher OBE 
 

5   Minutes 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 11 January 2024 were presented for 
consideration and it was: 
 
Resolved: 
 
To approve and sign as a true and correct record of the minutes of the 
meeting held on 11 January 2024. 

 
6   Declarations of Interest 

 There were no declarations of interest. 
 

7   Chairman's Announcements 
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 The Chairman provided information about: 
 
   Local Area Nature Recovery Strategy 
   Draft Licensing Policy 2024-2029 
   Highways Matters Q&A 
   Area Board Delivery Officer 
   Five to Thrive 

 
8   Information Items 

 The Board noted the following information items: 

   Multiply 
   AGE UK 
   Healthwatch Wiltshire 
   BSW Together 
   Community First 

 
9   Partner Updates 

 The Board noted the Road Safety update attached to the agenda. 

Police - A PowerPoint was noted, with input from Inspector Pete Foster, and is 
attached to the minutes. 

Box Parish Council – A written update was presented by Tim Walton and is 
attached to the minutes.  

Colerne – A written update was presented and is attached to the minutes. 
 

10   Area Board Funding 

 Community Area Grants 

Cotswolds National Landscapes Voluntary Wardens requested £2000 towards 
Colerne Rights of Way Improvements. 
 
 Proposed by Cllr Ruth Hopkinson and seconded by Cllr Dr Brian Mathew 
 
It was: 
 
Resolved 
To award Cotswolds National Landscapes Voluntary Wardens £2000 
towards Colerne Rights of Way Improvements. 
Reason – The application met the Community Area Grants Criteria 2024/25. 
 

Box Preschool Group requested £2000 towards playground resurfacing. 
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 Proposed by Cllr Ruth Hopkinson and seconded by Cllr Dr Brian Mathew 
 
It was: 
 
Resolved 
To award Box Preschool Group £2000 towards Rights of Way 
Improvements. 
Reason – The application met the Community Area Grants Criteria 2024/25. 
 

Box Tennis Working Group requested £5000 towards Tennis Court resurfacing. 
 
 Proposed by Cllr Ruth Hopkinson and seconded by Cllr Dr Brian Mathew 
 
It was: 
 
Resolved 
To award Box Tennis Working Group a reduced amount of £2500 towards 
Tennis Court Resurfacing on the provision of further investigation. 
Reason – The application met the Community Area Grants Criteria 2024/25. 
 

Box Public Rights of Way Network requested £2500 towards phase 3 of 
improving the rights of way network. 
 
 Proposed by Cllr Ruth Hopkinson and seconded by Cllr Derek Walters 
 
It was: 
 
Resolved 
To award Box Public Rights of Way Network £2500 towards Rights of Way 
Improvements. 
Reason – The application met the Community Area Grants Criteria 2024/25. 
 

1st Neston and Box Scout Group requested £3619.17 towards Scout Group 
activity equipment. 
 
 Proposed by Cllr Ruth Hopkinson and seconded by Cllr Dr Brian Mathew 
 
It was: 
 
Resolved 
To award 1st Neston and Box Scout Group £3619.17 towards Scout Group 
activity equipment. 
Reason – The application met the Community Area Grants Criteria 2024/25. 
 
The Pound Arts Trust Ltd requested £5000 towards new toilets. 
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 Proposed by Cllr Ruth Hopkinson and seconded by Cllr Dr Brian Mathew 
 
It was: 
 
Resolved 
To award The Pound Arts Trust Ltd requested £5000 towards new toilets. 
Reason – The application met the Community Area Grants Criteria 2024/25. 
 

Older and Vulnerable Adults Grants 

Wiltshire Scrapstore and Resource Centre requested £4765.80 towards 
volunteer placements for older people. 
 
 Proposed by Cllr Ruth Hopkinson and seconded by Cllr Dr Brian Mathew 
 
It was: 
 
Resolved 
To award Wiltshire Scrapstore and Resource Centre a reduced amount of 
£2500 towards volunteer placements for older people. 
Reason – The application met the Older and Vulnerable Adults Grants 
Criteria 2024/25. 
 

Youth Grants 

Corsham Running Club requested £1040 towards their Youth Section. 

Proposed by Cllr Ruth Hopkinson and seconded by Cllr Dr Brian Mathew 
 
It was: 
 
Resolved 
To award Corsham Running Club £1040 towards their Youth Section 

Reason – The application met the Youth Grants Criteria 2024/25. 
 

11   Area Board End of Year Report 

 The Board received the Area Board End of Year Report and presentation from 
Ros Griffiths (Strategic Engagement Partnerships Manager). The full report was 
attached to the agenda pack. 
 
Resolved: 
 
To note the achievements of the Area Board over the last year  

 
12   Area Board Looking Forward 
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 The Board received a report from Ros Griffiths (SEPM) which looked ahead to 
the coming municipal year and beyond. As part of this item, The Chairman, Cllr 
Ruth Hopkinson moved the following motion, which was seconded by Cllr Derek 
Walters: 
 

1) That the following priorities be adopted by the Corsham Area Board for 
2024/2025 as well as the respective Lead Councillors: 

 
  Youth engagement and positive activity opportunities (Cllr Helen Belcher) 

  Addressing climate change (Cllr Derek Walters) 

  Promoting wellbeing and reducing social isolation in older and vulnerable 
people (Cllr Dr Brian Mathew) 

  Supporting the local economy (Cllr Ruth Hopkinson) 

 
 

2) That Cllr Ruth Hopkinson be re-appointed as Councillor Representative 
for the Corsham Local Highways and Footway Improvement Group 
(LHFIG), with it noted that all other members were welcome to attend 
meetings. 

 
Resolved: 
 
To accept the motion and the appointments within. 

 
13   Local Highways and Footpath Improvement Group (LHFIG) 

 The Board considered the notes and recommendations from the recent meeting 
of the Local Highways and Footways Improvement Group (LHFIG) which took 
place on 24 April 2024. 
 
Proposed by Cllr Ruth Hopkinson and seconded by Cllr Dr Brian Mathew it was: 
 
Resolved 
 
To approve the recommendations from the meeting of the Local Highways 
and Footways Improvement Group on 24 April 2024. 

 
14   Date of Next Meeting 

 The next meeting will take place on 10 October 2024. 



WILTSHIRE POLICE

Proud to serve and protect our communities www.wiltshire.police.uk  |       Facebook/wiltshirepolice  |       Twitter @wiltshirepolice  |       LinkedIn/company/wiltshirepolice

Area Board Update
25th June 2024

Document produced by PS 1833 BALL 18/06/23Presentation Photograph – Western Daily Press
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Your Community Policing Team  – Corsham
Inspector Pete Foster 

Sergeant Michael Tripp 

PC Adam NeishPCSO Shaun Redmond

PCSO Corey MappPCSO Jamie Moore

Corsham Town Centre 

Corsham Rural 
PC Kev Golledge
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Our Community Commitment 
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Community Engagement impacts on 
everything we do

 ■ We will use a range of techniques and 
channels to best connect with our 
communities to obtain their views on 
policing in the county, and ensure these 
techniques and channels are visible and 
accessible 
■ We will work collaboratively with a variety 
of partners to engage with communities 
where it makes sense to do so
 ■ We will actively encourage and enable 
people to be part of our policing 
conversations to help shape our approach, 
response, policy, and delivery
 ■ We will ensure our diverse and under-
represented communities have a voice 
and are represented in conversations
 ■ We will demonstrate where we have 
listened and where we have changed our 
service as a result of what our communities 
are telling us 
■ We will evaluate the success of our 
engagement activity and learn lessons to 
improve future engagement

Our Engagement Vision
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Monday 13Monday 13thth May  May - To kick start #OpSceptre - a national operation to help tackle knife crime, Chippenham, 
Corsham and Calne Neighbourhood Teams worked alongside the Neighbourhood Harm Reduction Unit and 
our Police Cadets to perform a knife Test Purchasing Operation over the three towns.
Three out of nine shops visited failed the test and sold knives or other bladed articles to the cadet volunteers 
who were aged 15 and 16 (none in Corsham). Meetings have been held with Store Managers since this date 
and feedback passed to staff regarding the dangers of selling bladed articles.

2222ndnd – 26 – 26thth April  April - A total of 68 road related offences were detected in Chippenham and Calne during 
Project Zero this week.
Project Zero is a roads policing operation held every week at a different location in the county.
Officers target drivers committing any of the fatal five offences in a bid to reduce the number of 
casualties on our roads. The project sees the Traffic Department intensify resources to target those who 
are driving at excess speed, drink/drug driving, using a phone while driving, not wearing a seatbelt or 
driving in a careless or dangerous manner.

AprilApril - Neighbourhood officers joined forces with police cadets to test safeguarding procedures and 
raise awareness of child sexual exploitation at local hotels.
Working alongside the Neighbourhood Harm Reduction Unit (NHRU), plain clothes officers attempted 
to book a room with an underage cadet at a number of hotels in the area as part of the Hotel 
Watch Test Purchasing Operation.
This was carried out to test the safeguarding procedures at the hotels.
Follow up visits were carried out with the hotel managers of several hotels who failed to challenge 
room bookings (2 out of 3 tested in Corsham failed). An emphasis  was placed on  education 
around exploitation and the signs to look out for.

Since we last met

2222ndnd June June - - In partnership with Sold Secure, the Neighbourhood Policing Team held a push 
bike/motorcycle safety event at the Springfield Campus. The event focussed on both the safety 
of riders and the security of motorbikes and push bikes.
- Officers / Staff provided bike marking sessions to push-bike owners as a theft deterrent.
- Members from the Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service 'Biker Down' campaign / Biker 
Charities were prese
As there have been keyless car thefts in the Chippenham, Calne and Corsham areas - 60 
faraday pouches, funded by Wiltshire Police, were handed out to people with keyless cars as a 
crime prevention solution.
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Corsham Town Crime and Incident Statistics
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         Corsham Rural - Crime and Incident Statistics
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Get Involved / Get to know

Keep up to date with the latest 
news and alerts in your area by 
signing up to our Community 
Messaging service via the QR Code.

Alternatively you can register online 
via  www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk

We are inviting you to get to know your 
Community Policing Team even better. 
Over the past few months, the 
communications team and your local 
officers have been working hard to 
create new areas on the Force website 
entitled ‘Your Area.’ 
If you’ve not discovered them yet, the 
Your Area pages will give you a 
considerable amount of information 
about the area in which you live 
including who your neighbourhood 
officers and PCSOs are, how to contact 
them, crime statistics for your area 
including the top reported crimes and a 
crime map showing hot spots. 
If you are interested to know what the 
local police priorities are you will find 
them on the pages along with an up-to-
date list of meetings and events the 
team will be attending. You can even 
find out if there will be speed checks in 
your area.
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Box Parish Council – Report to Corsham Area Board 25th June 2024 
 

Box Parish Council welcomes the Corsham Area Board to Box. 
 

1. The threatened eviction by Green Square Accord of Rev. Clair Southgate from her home of 20 
years has caused huge concern across the Parish. 
  

Clair is a pivotal member of the community in Box.  
She is: 

 a Foundation Governor at Box School 
 a Teaching Assistant in the school 
 an Ordained Priest 
 an Associate Minister in the Lidbrook Group of Churches 

Clair is unable to drive due her medical condition. 
Consequently, if she has to move from Box she would not be able to travel to fulfil the invaluable 
contributions she makes in all these roles listed above. 
It would be devastating not just for Clair but for the whole community in Box. 
The school would lose a hugely important member of staff. 
The Church of England would lose the person who, although nominally one of a team, is in practice 
the person who holds together the village church.   
 

A petition protesting the removal of Clair from her house attracted over 1000 signatures in less than 
3 days. 
 

The Parish Council appeals to the Area Board to assist in anyway possible to help with this situation. 
The Parish Council also recognises that this predicament is not exclusive to Clair, and that many 
others are in a similar situation as GSA sells off properties, but fails to meet Social Housing demands 
in both quantity and quality of homes in this area. 
 

2. This is the first year that Box joined up to be part of a national initiative, the Great Big Green 
Week. 
We published leaflets detailing self-guided walks with suggestions on what species might be 
identified in differed habitats around the parish. 
We had four very successful guided nature walks led by our Daniel Part our local independent 
arborist & Managing Director of Tree Parts UK Daniel and active member of the Wessex Ancient Tree 
Forum, Steering Group Committee, who has worked extensively around the Parish alongside the 
Cotswold Voluntary Wardens and the Community Payback Team 
We also had two immensely enjoyable visits to our cemetery from groups from the two primary 
schools in the parish linking in with the Great Big Green week, and our cemetery biodiversity plan. 
 

We are also continuing with our Carbon emissions data study with our provider, Bloom esg. 
 

Box has recently elected to become an ambassador for the Great West Way – the touring route 
between London and Bristol, to attract visitors and enhance our local economy. 
We have set up a working group to liaise with the Great West Way team to put content and photos 
on the website and explore additional ways to promote our area. 
 

Box is delighted to come 2nd in the Local North Wiltshire Round of the CPRE (Campaign to Protect 
Rural England) Best Kept Village Competition 2024 and received an excellent report from the judges. 
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